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STOA workshop 

Nature-Based Solutions Against Forest Wildfires 

 
Tuesday, 12 May, 2026, 15:00 – 17:00 CET 

Room SPAAK 4B1, European Parliament, Brussels 

 
Wildfire risk in Europe is intensifying and expanding geographically due to climate change and land-use 

shifts, bringing growing environmental, economic, and social impacts.  

The devastating 2025 wildfires across several EU countries have reinforced the urgency of transitioning 

from reactive response to preventive, resilience-based approaches. Nature-based solutions—such as 

ecosystem restoration and diversified landscape management—offer integrated benefits by reducing fire 

risk while advancing climate adaptation, carbon storage, and rural revitalization. European policy 

frameworks and funding instruments increasingly support this shift, creating opportunities to scale 

effective solutions across regions. 

 

The event will: 

- highlight the role of Nature-based Solutions (NbS) in wildfire prevention and management  
- showcase successful projects across Europe 
- identify policy and funding mechanisms to apply these solutions locally 
- generate concrete recommendations to strengthen resilience and community safety 

 

 

DRAFT Programme  

 

 
 

15:00 - 15:05 Welcome and introductory remarks  

•  Nicolás GONZÁLEZ CASARES 

MEP and member of the Panel for the Future of Science and Technology (STOA) 

15:05 - 16:30 Panel discussion on Nature-Based Solutions against Forest Wildfires  

Moderated by Anastasia PANTERA 

•  Ine VANDECASTEELE1 

Expert in in the Climate Risk and Resilience Unit, European Environment Agency, 

Copenhagen, Denmark (confirmed) 

•  Philippe TULKENS2 

European Commission, DG RTD, Head of Unit on ‘Climate and Planetary Boundaries’ 

and Deputy manager of the EU Mission on Adaptation to Climate Change, Brussels, 

Belgium (confirmed) 

 

 
1 Author of the EEA report on “Nature-Based Solutions for Fire-Resilient European Forests1 (10/2025) 
2 Presentation of the EU Mission on Adaptation to Climate Change: relevance to the NBS against forest wildfires 

https://mission-adaptation-portal.ec.europa.eu/index_en
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•  Two researchers to showcase successful EU funded projects across Europe:  

• Juan PICOS3 

Professor, University of Vigo, Spain (confirmed) 

• Anastasia PANTERA4 

Professor, Agricultural University of Athens, Greece (confirmed) 

 

•  Representative from a company - Ragni FJELLGAARD MIKALSEN5, RISE Fire 

Research6, Norway (confirmed) 

16:30 - 16:55 Q&A session 

16:55 - 17:00 Closing remarks 

•  César LUENA 

MEP and member of the Committee on the Environment, Climate and Food Safety 

(ENVI)  

 

The event will be webstreamed.  

The event will be held in English only, without interpretation. 

 
3 Coordinator of the INTERREG FIREPOCTEP+ project (2022-2026), participated in such projects as the USE4FOREST 
(2024-2026), ALERTPFAS (2024-2026) and in coordination of a case study on forest fires in the RESONATE project 
(ended in May 2025) 
4 She participates in the EU project: DRYAD ("Demonstration and modelling of NbS to enhance the resilience of 
Mediterranean agrosilvopastoral ecosystems and landscapes", 2024-2028). 
5 She is a Research Scientist at RISE Fire Research, which is a limited liability company (AS) under Norwegian law 
and functions as a non-profit research institution in practice. It serves as Norway’s national fire-technical 
competence centre and one of the world’s largest fire research environments together with its Swedish division 
RISE Safety and Transport. She participated in the EU Horizon 2020 TREEADS project (2021-2025). Key highlights 
included: 1- Seedball Technology: Utilizes drones for replanting after wildfires, featuring containers with seeds, a 
jellying agent, and soil microorganisms. 2- VR Training System: Virtual reality training for firefighters and first 
responders to enhance situational awareness and response time. 3- Adaptability: These technologies are designed 
to be versatile and can be easily adapted for different regional conditions. 
 

https://www.poctep.eu/proyecto/firepoctep-grandes-incendios-forestales/
https://interreg-sudoe.eu/en/proyecto-interreg/use4forest/
https://interreg-sudoe.eu/proyecto-interreg/alert-pfas/
https://resonateforest.org/
https://dryad-project.eu/
https://treeads-project.eu/

